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Points of view or opinions stated in this document are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the
California Associatlon of Crininalists.



UPCO}iING i!EF:TII]GS

ACS Symposium on Analytical liethods in Forensic Chemistry
April 29 - *Iay 21 1985. Miani, Florida. Contact: Dr. $1.H. I!o.

(205) 934-4717.

California State Division - IAI
I'Iay 1985. Long Beachl CA. Contact Bill Corsoni 3Q42 Baltic

Avenue; Long Beach, CA 90810. (213) 590-7205.

Northwestern and Southwestern Associatiorrs of Forensic Scientists
llay 2-4, 1985. Denver, CO. Contact: Richarci Lehmann. (303) 759-

1100,

California Association of Toxicologlsts
I-lay 3-4r 1985. Newport Beach, CA. Contact: Lee Knight; American

BioScience. (714) 750-0502.

Mid-Atlantic Association of Forensic Scientists
May 10-11, 1985. Washington, D.C. I'larriot Hotel. Contactr Mary

r,ou Ftrltz; Bureau of ATF; I+Of'Research Boulevardi Rockviller t'tD-

20850 . (2021 294-0420.

I-Iicl-Western Association of Forensic Scientists
llay 15-17r 1985. Lansing, l{I. Contact: John Juhala (Computer

Workslop) (517) 777-930A. David I'letzger (Fiber WorkshoP) (815) 727-
530r.

Association of Firearm & Tool $lark Examiners
llay 13-I?, 1985, l4ichigan State PoIice Academy. Cont,act: James

Berglund (517) 348-5449.

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OP CRII{INALISTS - SPRII'IG SEI'III{AR 1985
Hay 17r 18, I9r 1985 (Fridayl Saturday' Sunday). Oaklanci' CA.

Hyatt Regency Hotel. Hosted Jointly by the Oakland PoIice
Department Ciime Laboratory anci the Unversity of California'
Berke1ey. Contact: Jan Etashinski; Oakland Police Department Crime
Lab; 455 7th Street, Rm 608; Oakland, CPr 946A7. (415) 273-3386.

International Association for ldentification
JuIy 2I-25, 1985. Savannatr, GA. Contact: Jerry Findley (912)

352-778A Ext. 42.

Internationsl Syrnposium on Forensic tlair Comparisons
JuIy 25-27, 1985. Quant,ico, VA. Contact: Kenneth blimrnich

(703) 640-6131.

International Syroposium on Questioned Documents Examinations
July 30-August lr 1985, Quantico, VA. Contact: Kenneth l,limnich

(703) 640-6131.



tIPCOIIING ilEETIticS (Continucd)

California Association of To>ricologists
August 3, 1985. Sacramento, CA, Contact: Ron ltriglia;

Consolidated ltedical tab. (916) 441-0186.

Electron I'licroscopy Society of America / l.licrobeam Analytical
Society - Joint tleeting

August 5-9 r 1985. Louisville, KY. Contact: S. Basu; l.levr York
State PoIice Headquarterst Crinre Laboratory; Building *22, State
Campus; Albany, NY L2226. (5181 457-1208.

Society of Forensic llaemogenetics llth fnternational Congress
AugusL 5-10, I985. Co1-ranhagen, Denmark. Panum Institute of the

University of Copenhagen. Contact: Spacldile Congress Service;
Somrnervej 3; DK-3100 llorbaekl Denmark. (The of f icial language f or
the congress is English. )

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATIOII OF CRIIIIi{F.LISTS FALL SEIqINAR I985
October 24r 25 & 261 1985. Los Angelesr CA. New Otami Hotel.

Hosted by the Los Angeles Police Departrnent Criminalistics
Laboratory. Contact: Greg l,Iathesonl Los Angeles Police Department;
150 ll. tos Angeles Street, Room 435; tos Angel.es, CA 90012. (213)
485-253 5.

Canadian Society of Forensic Sclence ,/ Society of Forensic
Toxicologists ,/ American Society of Questiorred Docunrent Exaniners

September 20-27, 1985. I'tontreal, Quebec. Hyatt Regency Hotel.
Contact: Executive Secretary; Canadian Society oi Fore-:nsic Sciencei
2660 Southvale Crescentr Suite 2L5i Ottawar Ontario' Canada
KlB 4r{5. (613} 73I-2096.

Aurerican Academy of Forensic
February I1-l5r I986. Nevt

Contact: AAFS i 225 S Academy
80910. (303) 596-5006.

Sci ence s
Orleans, LA. Hyatt Regency Hotel.
BouLevardi Colorado Springs, Colorado

CALITORNIA ASSOCIATIOII OF CRIMII{AIISTS
Muy, 1986. Hosted by the Contra Costa County Crininalistics

Laboratory. Contact John Patty; Contra Costa County Criminalistics
Laboratorl; LI22 Escobar Strebt; llartinez, CA 94553, ({15) 372'
2455.

fnternational Association of Forensic $ciences
August 2-7, 1987. Vancouver, B,C. Contact: International

Association of Forensic Sciences; 801-750 Jervis Street, Vancouver,
B.C.; Canada V6E 2A9.



EI'IPLOYUENT OPPORTUTIITI ES

(Members actively seeking employnent are encouraged t.o conLact
the Editorial Secretary to keep informed of em1:loynent opportunites
arising between llevrsletters. This is nost important for those
considering positions oulside California. Alqg, for those positions
listed theie- is of ten addional inf ormation whi6h raay be obtaine<l
from the Edltorial Secretary.)

CRIMINALIST II. San Diego County Sheriffrs Cffice.
Vacancy for Crimlnalist fI. Salary Range $27r800 to 33r800 per

annum. Reguires BS with major in criminalistics, ehemistty, or
biology and three years professional experience. For information
and application forms call San Diego County Office of Employee
Services: (619) 236-2191.

Resunes NOT accepted. Please call for application forms.
Announcement Closes I'lay 9, 1985.

QUESTIONED DOCUUEI'IT EXAI'IINER I, Utah State Dept. of Public Safety.
Salary Range $231150 to 33,578 per annum.
Requirements: "Requires a bachelorrs degree r.rith trajor study in

police sciencer criminalistics, law enforcement, sociologyt
political science, bioloqy, psychologyr chemistry t ot a related
field, plus (4) years of-fuI]-time paid employnent as a Questioned
Document Exaniner, Criminalist or a Category f police officer in a
federal, stater or local lan enforcement agency for the required
college education. No substitutions for the four (4) years
experience as a Questioned Document Exaniner,n Isic]

Contact Department of Public Safety Personnel Bureau: 4501 South
2700 ?test' First Floorr Salt Lake City' Utah 64119,

AN}{OUHCEI'IENTS

Annual l,leeting of the Regional Association Editors and Presidents

On February 13 at the Las Vegas AAFS l"leeting t.here was the
regularly-schedualed neeting of the Regional Association Editors
and Presidents. The meeting is treld once a year in conjunction with
the AAFS neeting to promote contact anong the regional associations
and to conduct any joint business. Although the AAFS has agreed to
act in a supporting roler the future of the meeting is entirely in
the hands of the regional assoeiations.

The meeting lras sparsely attended and poorly organized. Twc
things $rere acconplished. 1) P.esponsibility for the next meeting
was assigned to the llid-Irlestern Association of Forensic Scientists.
2) ft was agreed that the rosters of each association would be kept
at the American Academy office in case they are needed by nenbers
of other organizations.
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30 March 1985.

Dear Colleagues:

I am interested in hearing from anyone willing to serve on one

of the CAC committees. As the Spring seminar nears, as does my

term as President, I must make tentative committee assignments.

The committees provide an essential service to the Association
and your contributions are necessary to keep them going.

Current standing cor.mittees are: Ethics, Awards, By-Laws,

Historical, Public Health, Public Relations, Training and

Resources, Nominating and Accreditation Liason.

PJease feel free to call me regarding these committees and

for that matter, regarding any part of the CAC's actj-vities.

Hope to see you in Oakl-and !

Yours sincerely,

,l-_./7
Stephen Cooper



ASSOCIATIOTI ACTIVITIES

Northern Section lleetings

The Santa Clara County Crime taboratory hosted a dinner meeting on
I'tarch 7r 1985 at the !{offett Field Officerrs CIub, Ttre dinner was
attended by about 40 people and had a limited maxinum attenclance
due to the capacity of the IIASA tour which followed the meeting.
The tour included a short lecture on the use of simulation, viewing
of a Boeing 727 Aircraft flight simulator, and viewing of a
simulator with a futuristic design.

The next Northern Section dinner meeting is schedualed for late
April and will be hosted by the fnstitute of Forensic Sciences.
Study group meetings will be held in conjunction with this dinner
meeting.

Southern Section Heetings

A dinner meeting was held on January I7r L9B5 at the Revere Houge
in Tustin. ?he meeting was hosted by Carol Rhodes of California
Laboralory of Forensic Science. The speaker vras Dr. James Webb, a
Vector Ecologist from Orange County Vector Control District. Dr.
Irlebb spoke on ent,omological aspects of forensic cases. He reviewed
the vaiious stages of insect development, nethods to search for
insectsr Erhd dermatological paths of bites and stings. There were
36 people in attendance.

The next dinner rneeting will be hosted by the Ventura County
Sheriffrs Office on !'iarch 2I, 1985. The meeting will begin with a
tour of the Ventura County Sheriffrs Crinrinalistics Laboratory. A
Drug Study Group Meeting will be held prior to this dinner meeting.

STUDY GROUP }'EETI}'IGS

(The following Study Groups are currently active. For further
inforrnation regarding one of these groupsr or to be placed on a
mailing list, contact the menrber listed.)
South:

Drug Darryll Clardy
Serology Barbara Johnsonr Carol Rhodesr Dave Sugiyama
Trace Evicience tlarley Sagara, James Bailey, Ernie l(uo

North:

Serology
Trace Evidence

Jan Bashinski
l'larty Blake1 Terry lipear



ASSOCIATIOII hCTIVITIES (Continuecl)

Trace Bvidence Study Group - South (H. -eagara, J. Bailey, E. ltuo)

The group r.ret on ,January 17, 1985 prior to the clirrner rneeting.
There were 18 people in attendance. The discussion was about a ner,,
organizatior.ral format f or the group. ?here nas an inforrnal exchangeof interesting cases.

The group will meet on l,larch 28, 1985 to tour Van's Siroe Factory in
the City of Orange. The factory nanufactures and processes tennis
shoes.

Trace Evidence Study Group - I{orth (T. Spearl lt. Blake)

The next neeting is schedualed for l"larch 21,, 1985 at the Oakland
PoIice Department. Df,. Henry Libby from tibby Laboratories will he
lecturing on cosmetics.

Another neeting will be held at the dinner meeting to be hosted
by the Institute of Forensic Sciences. The topic will be Video
Hicroscopy and documentation of analyses.

Drug Study Grcup (D. Clardy)

The group met prior to the Southern Section dinner meeting with
20 people in attendance. Barry Fisher presented a paper on
"Laboratory I'lanagement: Preliminary Analysis of NarcoLics Evidence"
which he had given at the AAFS meeting. There was also a discussion
of Papers which were presented at the International Association of
Forensic Sciences meeting in Oxford, Englanci.

Serology Study Group - South (8. Johnson, D. Sugiyama, C. Rhodes)

The group net on lvlarch 13, 1985 at the Santa Ana Admirristration
Building to review the SERI Semen Analysis Course vrhich vras
recently attended by several of the members. Papers that were heard
at the ief'S rireeting- in Las Vegas vrere also discfissed,

Serology Study croup - North (J. Il;rsrinshi)

The next meeting is schedualeci in April, to be held in
conjunction with the dinner meetinr3 at the Institute of Forensic
Sci ences.
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REPORT ON CACLD IIEETING OF NOVEMBER 8-9 ' L9B4 FOR

cac goanD oF DIRECTOR| S MEETING OF' 'JANUARY 1l-, 1985

The following is a synopsis of the presentations and
comments made at the CACLD meeting.

RAGEL (ccso) - ascr,o

Oualilv Assurance Procrrams-- - There are four ways
of provlnq you have a qual ity assurance program'
Thele metfrohs are the Absolute, Approved, LiLera-
ture and Hc.:me Brew methods.
Englancl uses btind testing, duplicate analysis
..d internal stanclarCs. Their program takes 2A%

of total 1ab time. lhe FBI has a similar program
wit.h feedbac]< to the ana1Yst.
possibil-ities exist for reciprocal- blind tests
with other agencies.

FBI Questioned Docr-rrnents - Br11 Hensha-ru t:sino
__1__-_:-:7:-:=l=- " -.- 1--! -. ,__ -_1_

Tilrage et-riraiicetnent wicii suiiie ol_ IIis wLrij!r

Clarrdestine Labs DEA (New York) says hot areas
are -t,.E. , -Southern Cal-if ' and Houston '

commit.gee on Methodolocry - something shoul-d_ be
done on rn@hat, not known. There
are agencies outside the forensic community l-ook-
irg ul th; ur"u (aOaC, ASTM, NACCO). The committee
i"-fo"X.ing at ways of testing methods rather than
friri"q stindard inethods. There is a question of
what type of data should be expected from an
analysl-before a method is accepted'

FTSHER (r,eso) -escr.o
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Fo.rs:nsic Planning Committee - The committee is
ana reviewing FBI

research. Th; FBI is scheduling symposia on "llair"
in June 1985 and "Questioned Documents" (othe'r Lhan
fr"ra*titi"g) itt .ll-,iv 1985. Tl:ey are also giving-
;il;;;i " oi ,'Dri.ri n! unaer The rnf luence of Alcohol-
aird-Drugs,, a.d ,'e5y6iol-ogical- Fluids" in '85 or '86.
ii;; Fer-i= i-oo)<ing i.nto the possibil-ity of supply-
ing hair and bloocl reference standards'



California Association of Criminalists

Ttre Bureau intends to do some foll-ow up testing
to see if methods are being used or knowledge
transferred.
The FBI is hesitant about being in the forefront
of the Grunbaum situation.
The FBI wii-L work wittr l-ab directors regarding
substitutions if th.e direcLor i'ril-1 contact them
wittr changes in priority. They want to purge
applications when no longer appl-icable and the
directors should keep t.racl< of the applications
within their own l-abs.

NozrGLrA (t as Vegas Metro) - ascnn

Liabil-itv Committee - An insurance broker is
ffiitv insurance and a sun'ey
wit1 be coming out.

DRAKE aNd RENFRO (DOJ)

CAL-T if . Automated fdentificatj.on System) -
DOJ is in the process of sett-tng up Lhis aub.o-
mated latent ringerprint system. The system wilt
be composed of three dat.a bases: master nane
index, automated fingerprint identi.ricaLion
system, ancl automated latent print system. 'Ihere
wilt be trrro means of access to the system from
.rarious l-ocations r.,rithin the state. The ret.rieval
systems are the remote access network and the
aigitat image retrieval system. There wi:.t be
Lhree types of users with different t.ypes of
Lerminals. These terminals are the verification
on1y terminal, the l-ocal input terminaL and the
fuLl- use access agency.

TOGNERI (Washoe County Sheriff)

Accreciitat.ion Committee - The newest ]-abs
acciediteo are the Unive::sity of Tenn' Toxicology
Lab and four of the seven Michigan State 1abs.
The items that are most often lacking are notes
on ease files to document resul-ts (i.e., IR spectra,
serology noLes) and manuals with methodology.

-2-
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MURDOCK (CCso)

Qgalitv Control-,/Qualitv- Assu{ance -. A quality
assurance@ have documentation,
assurance irf accountabilit'y of data, chain of
custody, documentation of traceabiJ-ityt and
documentation of security. Al-1 wor]< should be
aott" in a book, in ink, no loose leafr rlo white
out and using only cross t'hroughs for changes '
A program needs pioficiency samples that are both
blind-and voluntary to measure the overal-l opera-
tion and how good each individuaL can do. Methods
need to be validated. Any program needs the back-
ing of managiement and snouta have periodic audits.

' A1.l of this requires a written- prog-ram wit'h a
dilSflty-issurance manager. Other lJri"gq that are
inctuaed are samp1ing methods, calibration arrd
maintenance logs and schedul-es, sol-utions and
training records.

BASHTNSKT (CIpD)

Report Writinq - Reports have minimum require-
ffiera1 requirements woul-d be that
it have an examination section and a summary. In
a results oriented report the summary 'nroul-d inctude
a conclusion by the analyst. Al-1 reports shoul-d
be backed up wittt records of aLl- tests wittr nar-
cotics testing having checl< sheets and photographs
to back things uP where necessary.

BUSINESS MEETING CACLD

Proposed Ethics Statement to be adopted by CACLD -
Motion
In order to encourage and maintain the highest
ethical standards aL1 members shal-1 use the CAC

Code of Ethics as a guide in their owrl professional
conduct and in the evaLuation of their subordinates
to whom it is applicabl-e, and shal-l- active1y advo-
cate adherence to the Code of Ethics.
Members sha1l institute appropriate.corrective
#stfiE5tfi 535"3i50i8o3f3*H3f3='13 53*1fi"5"rf"tf,."'
Code of Ethics.
it'totio.r,, tabl-ed and a conunittee set up to review
the ProPosal-.

-3-
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F\rture I'lgetigqs
,January - two*day meeting in North hosted by
DOJ Sacramento.
aprii - two day meeting in the South hosted by
San Diego.
J"iy - 5n" day meeting in the North hosted by
Oakland.
october - one day meeting in Lhe south hosted
by San Bernardino.

Lsqisl-aLive UPdate

Macx (seoe)
3108 - RecaPture
by Governor but

. alcohol funds.
State control-l-ed substances
Federal 1aw standard. This
controlled substances. This

Drake {Do-J). ^^r.ir-.i^-11rr -n*-.rrrnCACLD l-s goang to becom'e mcre politrcal-ly ciULivur
i"qi=r"tii. .d.to"t"y through a lot of public
relations.
cecno witt establ-ish a po1-icy on how to deal with
3-egislation.Ia-qr"=tiou was brought up as to r'rhether CAc

should adopt a simil-ir policy or is cAcLD enough?

Hol-mes (ccso) _ L,^^--_Wffi=@ar-ilto blood a1cohol cases there is an

;;ilrl-6eing made to try to mal<e it the defensers
burdon to produce the witness who drew the bl-ood
ffi;i; nV ""i"g an affidavit form instead of the
witness. :

naqle (-oeSo )
ilGm-fficrologv ruas added to the bil-l- for a$5o
itf"t"i"iy f".-ir convicted and al-so if aiversion
occurred. go*"rt"t, just prior to the bill- passing
ifr. *"taing was changed. Lo reflect onl-y felony
cases. A1.]. effort is being made to try to change
tft"-*"taing to reflect an)r conviction or diversion'

of Bl-ooc1 Al-coho1 funds - vetoed
changed to not incl-ude bl-ood

l-aw changed to
chanqe adds 28 more
1aw is in effect novr.

-4-
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DRAKE 1oo.r)

OoJ pleln for Folensic Science in CaliJlgrnia -
At1-Tdea Elitt DOJ rvould like to turn itlto a realrty
is to design a trainiirg and referral facil-ity
that would incLude a research component.

BAIRD (seso)

Case Load Rglcort:Lncf - Determine the j-nfolnation
etiffissary. This information is
needed t,o juslify the buclgets ancl make dccisions.
Comparison! a::e ireecled frotn p-'r:evious yea'rs in the
areas of numbers of casesr types of casesr from
t-hom submitted, time usecl, fiel-d rrorkl J-aboratory
time and equipment usect, and court Lime. Deter-
mine trow to receive ano handle the data" Establish
a data base and usable format on J/our computer.

RAGLE (OESO)

ArchitecturSl- Design of T\ro Nerv LaLbor.Slo-rr$-!. ;nty (chicago)
Laboratory (Sfreriff-Cor:oner) io'here space was l-eft'for future p1anning and possiUte maxitnurn need. A

heavy emphalis was placecl on sto.rage rn'ith several
areas l_eft empty that could be conver-ted r'cr future
u.S€o A laboratory fl-ammabl-e f-iqu-id storarge area
was <iesigneo rrith- an exp1os j-on roof in r.ihichr if
an expl-osion occurs, the root- bloi'is off trut the
wa11s remain.
The other laboratorv that ln'as obserrr-ed rv'as the
Atlanta State l-aboratory r"here the int.erestlng
aspects were fLoiq meters on the hoods and six foot
.c""== behind al-L Laboralory lual-ls for pi-pes and
fixtur€s.

MARK ( IIBPD )

POST ApprovaL for Prrvate Training -Course - Any
course can be POS'I aPP .' l?= a

;;ii-'[i*.- "iij.co 
in bltitornia. The trarnrng

course can then be certifiecl. If no ful-1 time
office then the colr_l:se rieecls a sponsor before
certificatiorr" cer:tification Lalles 30 days. The

"""t*" 
'lsil-l- rentaiir cer:t'if ied for f ive years; '

-5-
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KUo (ocso)

AoVegUUent labofalory AcceAs bv Priv{t-q Defense
crirffi;l.Gts
questfntble, keep a watchful eye on him. There
is a question of liabili-ty a1so, but perhaps that
can be signed of f . FIow f ar can a def ense expert'
be al-lorrred to use the facitity? A microscope is
o.k. but not expensive instrumentation. Use equip-
meut on1-y when joint ana1ysis foli-owing a conflict.
Watch restricted areas. Shoul-d evidence be re-
Leased?

TOGNERT (WCSD)

Tria@ - PrioriLize cdse\r'orl< and
worr<TIEh districL attorneys in continuing edrlca-
tion. with aclvances it is becoming increasingly
diffrcul-t to fini-sh ccls€S l-n a tirnellr manner.
Possibii.ities exist to break iarger iabs .i-nttr
smaLl-er segments and have them become famil-iar
witir ai-torneys luorking in their area.

TOGNERI (WCSD)

MeggbW-L_lgu4rngnljor Occasjonal ,Use no
vre Jiis;ilri :t'i
anctTG-Tnto progi.r:ams that. the aclministration
l-ikes.
Use costs ve.rslls money making programs ( i. e. DUI's
or l-l-550's). Lea:e purchases are a good r,ray Lo
pursue instruntertt.etion.

srcLAR (r,ecco)

Shoulcl CACILD Dcrrel.op Posii:ion Papets on _C_5i!rca!
ues Confron{-'-incr Cal-ifo.r:nia' s Foreusic Sc-ience

Laborat.orj-es? Posj-tion papet:s can be useci to
provtcle goals and a-l-ternatives. By using certaiu
positions budglet support can be derived. SupporL
front other laboratorir leadership can also be
obtainecl. Suciqosted topics itrclude persotrnel
recluirements for special-ties, qual-ity asstirance
prograir.sr space alLlocatiollsr fielcl exantination
perionnel- reconr'1elrclations, and trai.ning require-
ments.

-6-
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BASHTNSKT lOrO)

!rie!lQogrt Decision - A recent trial courl ruling
s up i:o the defense to choose

how probabilities hrere presented.. this stance was
said to be depenclent upon hor,'r lhe evidence is
viewed as to the percentage or probabiJ-ity or
absence of these as to holy accept.able these are
in court. Note that this is not case 1aw but
onl-y a trial- court decision and is therefore not
binding.

NELSoN (DEA)

' Safetv in-the Laboratory - A vi<leo by the National
Safety Council and Fishe:: Scientific with Jack
Clugman. The video lsas for chemist-s-. hower/err
there Trrere many applicable points.
Physical exams should be required of al-l- personnel
of 40 annua].].y and under 40 once every three l.ears.
lTtlrn-a 

^1'1hd a]-rnrr1 J 1^^ n- -i,l -tra- 'l^tr +.1-.^lrtsou s-1a:ir>i Jirvulu !g yqiu ! u ! pJ uf iu ci:juaiuJ

invoLved. Psychiatric exams shoulcl l:e performed
. also if deemed necessary.

Bewar:e of load capacities r^rithin the iaboratory.
Tnfectious agents should not be hancll-ed improperllr.
Lab coa{:s may carry some infectious agents or
dangerous 'chemicals and should be laundered and
kept at the l-abor:ator1' and nct talcen home.
Laundrl' shoul-d occur freqr"lentl-y so no buitd up can
OCCtlF.
No open toed shoes or high heels.
Watch out for vapors. t'Ionj.tor for chemical- vapors
or airborn sampJ-es.
Al-l- empJ-oyees should be traineC in emergency pro-
cedures. Have a l-ab safetv program sLressing un-
safe acts and conditions. Post emergency phone
numbers. No eating, drinking or smoking in areas
of analysis. Have safety seminars once each quarter.

sroTNoFF (sapn)

Where Have A1l- the CAC Papers Gone?
Encourage people to do research. A beg:Lnning may
be to encouraqe mini-papers at slaff meetings in
your ol'rn l-aboratores. ItrS on11r a iittle mol:e
effort to develop mini-parpers into a paper for
presen'Lation.

-7-
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It is rvith enthusiasm that I submit ttris report
to the CAC Boarcl of Directors. The pract-ice of har'-
ing the Regional- Directors attend the CACLD rneetings
for the purpose of reporting back to the CAC Board
has been well- received. This practice spans part of
an imaqi-ned gap between manaqement and wor]<ers that
is bridged by efforts tixe this program.

ectfuLly submittedt

Eston Schirecke
Southern Regional Director

-8-
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Sheriff-Coroner
Contra Costa County

P.O. Box 39..|

Martinez. California 9.1553-0039
(415) 372- 24s5

To:

Richard K. Rainey
SHERIFF-CORONER

Warren E. Rupl
Assistant Sherrll

Gerald T. hlitosinka
Assrsiant ShFlrifl

Gradg Gofdman
CriminaJ-ist

John R. Pattt;
Supervising Cr iminali s

Date. March 1"3, l-985

Subject: Januarg 37 -
CACLD I'Ieetinq

Februarq I, 7985
Report

Drake is now no Jonger in charge of DoJ's Bu:'eau of Fotensic Sciences and rs
now in charge of another Bureau. 

' 
The new peTson i.n chatqe i5 .Steve HeJsleg -

He was present for a short time and was intodttceC to the gtoup- On matters
concerning CAC ...

Mr. Tal Jones ftom the Attorneg GenetaL's Office spoke on

Empioqee Relations. He discussed discip7jn27g actions and

the need. to have standards (behavioraf anchors) to jucge
emPlogee Perfotmance bg -

Keith Srnith from DoJ spoke on manaqement principJes and

Product exceLfance -

Bob sager from DEA spoke briefTg on Dtul Lab jut'isdiction.
He ind.icated that DEA wjLl- not examine tLandestine drug Jabs

in locaL jurisdictions but *nl offer training in smaff
grcups.(2-3dagclasses3toBpeopTe)Healsooffere'7to
fend. out their KBr pe7Let (window?) of L-Tartartic acii de-
rivitive of L-cocaine so that Locaf Labs could run ti:e:r
own IR chart.

Af Biasotti gave an upd.ate on Breath Ai cchol- testing. see

Kathi Hol-mes report. Ken Mack reported that sacramento co.
has Intoxglizer 5000's in service. B:asottj gave out Mark

Kafchik's anaTgsis of A83876 (attached)

Lou l{aucieri spoke on quaTitg assurance ax DoJ. - ,See at-
tached tandout.

Jan Bashinski - gave a repott on the activities of the Medical-

ProtocoL Conmittee. Sfte toLd us that OCJP won't pag for pro-
duction of a state wide uniform rape evidence kit. ALso some

poTice agencies harte had difiicuLtg with hospitafs over the
bil-ls for the examination of victins. The gtoup is wotkinq on

revisinq the examination fotn-
The new officers of CACLD are: Presiclent, Frank Fitzpatrick; Vice President,
Biff Baird; Secretarg, Rob Stoinoff and Treasurer ' Ken Mack -

JRP : Ph

AN EOUAL OPPORTUNITY Er\'lPLO'i EF

'l
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OFFICE OF

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES LIAISON

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS ROSTER

Pesident

JOHN E MURDOCK
Contra Cosla Counly
Shenlf .Corongr's Oepartmenl
Crimrnalrslrcs Laboralory
1 122 Escobar Slr€ei
Martrnez. Calilornia 94553

1415], 372.2155

Prcstdenl-EIect

STEPHEN COOPER
Calitornra Oepanmenl ot Juslice
Cnmrnahstrcs Laboratory
745 Airporl Blvd.
Sahnas. Calilornia 93901
(408) 443-3188

Recoding Secrclary

STEPHEN A SHAFFER
lnstrtute o! For6nsrc Sciences
Cr/mrnaIslrcs Laboralory
?945 Websler Slreel
Oakland. Calrlornaa 94609
(415) 451-0767

Trcasurct

MABGARET KUO
Orange Counly Shentl s Oltice
ClmrnaIslrcs Laboralory
P O Box 449
Santa Ana, Cahlon? 92702
{714) 834-3073

ReEonal Dneclot - Notlh

GRADY GOLDMAN
Conlra Cosla Counly
Sherll.Coroner's Deparlmenl
Clmrnalrslrcs Laboratory
1 122 Escobar Slreet
Martrne2. Calrlornra 94553
i.415) 372.2455

ReEonal Dneclot - South

ESTQN SCHWECKE
Lcs n\geles Polrce Oeparlmenl
Screntrft lnveslrgalron Divrsron
rso tr ft Angeles Slreet
Los Angel\ Caftlornra 90012
(213) 485 253!

lnmedale Past Prcstdenl

JOHN D DEHAAN
Bufeau ol Alcohol. Tobacco & Firearms
Forensrc Laboralo.y
Burldrng 233
Treasure lsiand. Calrlornia 94130
(4 1 5t 556,7040

Menbercnp Secrelary

MAFY M GIEBONS
Crmtnalrslrcs Seclton
Oak,and Polrce Deparlmenl
459 Sevenlh Slreel, Room 608
Oaklanc. Calrtornia 94607
(41 s) 273.3386

Edtlottal Secretary

DAVID A STONEY
lnslrlule ol Forensrc Soences
Cilmtnalrslrcs l-aboratory
2945 Webster Slreet
Oakland. Ca|lornra 94609
{415t 451-0767

MARCH 14, 15, l-985

At last there is some activity to report in the area pf
alcohol analysis! on December 14, 1984, the National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration published the nevr Federal guide-
lines for breath alcohol instruments, including provisions for
instrument testing with a breath alcohot sample simulator
(BASS). This is what the california Department of Health
services has been anxiously awaiting before adopting the Federal
"Conforming Products List" as the Cal-ifornia List of Approved
Instruments.

The next step iS for Department of Heal-th services to convene

an Advisory committee meeting to give final approval to the
changes in Title 17 necessary to adopt the Federal guidelines'
In preparation for the meeting, Department of Health services has

distributed to committee members 1) the published Federal guide-
lines, 2) an analysis of how these differ from current state
regulations, and 3) the proposed Title 17 changes. I have attached
r "opy 

of the substantive proposed changes in Title 17 for consid-
eration and comment, if anyone wishes. Copies of the other material
wil_l be provided if requested. No date has yet been set for the
Advisory Committee neeting.

I have reviewed the proposed Titte 17 changes and can find
no problem with them. The proposed changes also eliminate any

reference to captured breath samples as was decided by the Advisory
Committee at its meeting December 14, 1982 '

Department of Health Services also forwarded to me information
on a breath alcohol- training course sponsored by Indiana university
and which is available orr site for a minimum of 30 students for
$700 per student. Anyone interested i-n more information can

contact me.

I am optimistic that the Advisory committee will meet before
the May seminar. However, any changes to Title 17 must undergo a

hearing and rev.iew process. I do not expect the changes which would

give afproval for the use of instruments on the Federal list for
at least six months. 

t

Respectfully submitted'

fizJ.*-rtx-'7d*'--'
,/''/

Kathryn J. Hofmes
Chairperson

KJH/smn

cc: CAC Newsletter
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L22L.L. Authorlzed Procedures. (a) Breath alcohol analysis shall be

perforned only wlth Lnstr@ents and related aceessories whlch neet the
standards b'f perforo!€e set forth in these regul.ations.

(b) Such lnstruxnents uay be used for the analysls of breath sauples ln
places other than ll.censed forenslc alcohol laboratorles and by persons other
than forenslc alcohol supervisors, forensl.c alcohol analysts and forensic
alcohol analyet tral.nees only lf such places and persons are under the dLrect
Jurlsdlctlon of a governtrental egency or llcensed forensl.c alcohol laboratory.

(l) Breath alcohol analysls by persons other than forensic alcohol
supervlsors, forenslc alcohol analysts and forensic alcohol analyst
tralnees shall be restrlcted to t'he tnnediate analysis of breath samples
collected by dlrect explratlon by the subJect lnto the lnstrument ln
whlch the measurement of alcohol concentratl.on ls perforned.

(2) Except. for the requirenents of Sectlon I22A.4, such inmedlate
analysls shall not be subject to the requlremeDts of ArtLcle 6.

(e) Sreath a*eoho* ana*ysis aay be pe:forrned on saap*es rhieh are
eo**eeted rith a saupile eapturing {nstruaent designed for eat"apnent o{ a

bneath saroplc ot fot eat"a?Eent of the a*eoho* *n a tceath saaplc for *ater
anaiysts;

(*) i{heteat pe?lons other thaa forensie a*eoho* supervi:o:s;
folerrc*e aileoho* ana*ysts or fo:ens*e a*eoho* ana*yst ttaineer nay
pelfota ranpite captE"et the aetuai *atet ana*ys4s of a*eoho* in eaptured
saopiles to detesnine ?ettoas3 Hood a*eoho* eon€elrt?rt+onc shaH be

petfotraed oa*y by a itteeneed forens*e aleoho* *aboratory usiag a rnethod

rh*eh rcett th€ ttrfidards set fotth ia ilrtie*e 6 of these regu*at*onsr
(?) {*re eotbiaed proeedutes of sauple eapture and *aten ana*ys*s

sha** havc the ab*:tit7 to Geet th€ rtandatds of pe:forraanee ret forth in
Seetion *39:lr€r
Hlstory: I. Anendment filed IL-24-75; effectlve thirtleth day thereafter

(Regtster 75, No. 48).

122L.2. Standards of Perforaance. (a) Instruments for breath alcohol
analysis shall meet the followlng standardr of petfo:Eiln€e: r

(l) The lnstrument and any related accessories shall be capable of
the eo*leet*on and ana*ysi-s of ireath speeinens rhieh are essent*a**y

Page 18
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ailveo*at irr eoapos+tioni conforrolng to the "Model Specification for
Evidential Breath Testersrt of the Natlonal Hlghway Traffic S?fety
Adrolnlstration (Federal Reglster, Vo1. !!r No. 242, Pages 48854 - 48872).

(?) Ehe fntt"uilent shall be eapable of analya*ng a blanle caaple and

of analyafng a stieable referenee canple; sneh as air equ*librated r+th a

refertrree solction of hnowrt aleohol eor"FeEF at a krown eenperatrrei
(3) ?he instruoent shatl be eapable of the analysis of a referenae

sanple of hnorrt aleohol eoneeneratfon rithin aeeuraey aad preeision
l*E*ts of plnt or ainun Sig+ traffi # of the true valae; these t*nfts
chall be applfed to aleohol eoneecerationr Froa 0;*S g?au F to g,:r30

grans #;
(4) ithe *trst?Eneit sha** be eapabile; *n a eoatro**ed expetiaent; of

breath a*eoho* ana*ys*s rh*eh results +n a deterraination of a subjeetsg
b*ood a:leohoil eon€efit"at*on rhieh has eorte*ation rrith his aetua* bitood

ateoho* eoneeatrat*on as taeasured oa a t*ood saraple taken at
approx*nate+t the sane t*ne r! the bteath saap:le;

(5) +he inst"lner"t chai* be eapable of breath a*eohoi ana*ys4s d.rieh
resnilts *n a eoneent?at+on *ess than €20* graras of r*eoho* per {09
a***iil{tets of t*ood rhea a*eohol-fre.e rubjeets are tested=
(b) Fot sanple eapturtng inst:urnents the"e sha*il be the fo**or*ng

addit*oaal standard+
(+) ilhe a*eoho* eoneentration of eaptuted sanples sha** be

cufieient:ly rtab*e that the requ*renentr set fotth +n (aX3) and (aX4)
above ean be aet dren *4 days e:lagre betreen saapile €apture and *atet

instruments and any related accessorles to Eeet

performance set forth ln this Sectlon sha1l be

subjcet to eva*uation tested by the Eepartaent; U.S. Department of
Transportation.

lllstory: I. Repealer of subsection (b) and reletcerlng of (c), (d), (e),
(f) and (g) to (U), (c), (d), (e) and (f) flled 4-7-71;

effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 71, No. 15).

2. Anendnent fil-ed lL-24-75; effectlve thlrtleth day thereafter
(Reglster 75, No. 48). t

*3?*r3r *nstturaent Eva*uationsz (a) en or aftet January *7 {97*; ail*

analysisr
(c)$L Ttre ablltty of

conforn to the standardt of
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ortan*"ations selling or offering for sale i'nstruaents for breath aleoho*

analys*s irr this Seate shall reglseer sreeh fnstrttnents and relaeed aeeessor:Leg

r*eh the Bepartnentr
(b) €ueh reg*stration rhal* be nade on fosas frrrn*shed by the Ee?altEent

and sha** let forth a** pettioent tnfo;nat4on ea**ed fo: by the forra in a

Eanne? th*eh Geetr the Eepattrnent3g ttatrdatdt {or app:ovalr
- (c) €a or afte; January 17 *9127 oonly such types and nodels of

instruments and related accessorles as have been approved by ehe Eepa;tnen€

are named Ln the "Cgrfornlng Products List" Publlshed 19 the Federal Reglster

by the U.S. DepqrlegX! of Transportatlon shaLl be used for breath alcohol

analysis ln this SEate.

(*) Approva* ot d*sagprova* sha*l be based on *abotatorT eva*uatlon by

the Eepartnent of the ab*l*tiec of 
"e?"etentat*ve 

4teas of cueh +nst?uulents

and re*atcd aeeecsor*es to Eeet the standatds of pe:fotaan€e set fotth in

6eetioa *9?{r2r
(+) {t sha** be thc resgons*bitity of an insttumentsg nanufaetn?e"T

o" thc ?er€on teqoest{nt the eva*uat*on; to ralte altaagencnts ltr+th the

Eepa:taeat to have an *nlttunent eva*uated;
(3) {he tanufaeturer; cr the per:sot t€quett*ag the eva*uation; sha**

prov*de the EepartEent rith the 4nstturaeats; te*ated aeeessot*es

eheniea* reagentlt fu**.d*reetions and any othet raatelials needed fot the

eva*uat{oa aad sha** provide the Eepartnent rith sueh teehniea*

eoasu*tation as *g neeessaty durint the eva*uationt

(e) ilhe Eepattnent sha** "epo"t 
the tesultt of the eva*uation to the

aanufaeture! o? thc petson ?eqo"sting the erra*uation; and sha** have tightr of

proas*gat*on of the tesuilts=
(f) {lrc Eepartneat cha** not aceept {o: eva*uat*oa any *t]tttllaent o"

p;oeedure for drieh ana*ysis *s :o de etote"+€ by teasons of :eereey;

eonrere*a* unava*ilabi:lity ot ineonp*ete d*reet*onsr
(g) Ehe Eegartnent shailil not aeee?t {or eva*uation any {nstluaent ot

aeeerro?y fot rh*eh the *nfotaat*on; data aad doeuaents subaitted ;ith the

re6*rt:at*on fai* to tu?Pott a judgoefit bt the Eepaltoent that the *nst:saent

ot aeeettoty *s in ostensib*e eoupt*anee rdth the reguileneott ol these

reguilations rhen opetated aeeo:ding to the nanufaetutet:s dineetions=

Page 20
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(h) en or after Janusry *; 1972; the BePErtEent shall provide on reqEett

a list of icstrunents and related aeeessor*qr approved for breath aleohol

anatys*sr
(*) r{pplova* by the Eepartaefit of a pattieula; type and arode* of

*astrullent o! a€€€ssot,t shaiH signify *tc applova* of a*:[ sueh *nst:uneat: and

aeeessoties rh*eh are of the salle type and node* as those instlunents and

aeeessottes aetua+*y rubjerted to *abotatory eva*uation by the Departlient?

(*) The Eepartnent Eay a*so apgrove taodified vels*ons of sueh

approved insttu6eats aad aeee:sot*es *hea; in the judgrnent of the

Be?art6cnt; the nod*fieatioas do not a+tet the ab**itiec cf sueh

*ast;uneats aad aeeessorie: to neet the standalds of petfotEanee Set

forth *n Seet*on *22*r? inasilreh ar the nodificd velcions are equ*valent

la petfortanee to the apptoved velgioag.li

(3) {hc Eepartneat iat a*so approve te*ated aeeessolies othet than

those r*nufaetured by the oanu{acture? of the apptoved aeeessor:4es nhea;

*a the Judgoent of thc Bepartnent, sueh aeeessoniet ate equ*vatent to thc

app;oved aeeegsotieg;
(3) +n €rser of request: for apptova*: on the $asis of equivaienee;

the uno{t€tutefi or the P€tson "equelt+nt 
thc apptoval; rha** prov*de

the EepartEent rith cueh infolrrat*onrdata and doenaeats as the

Eepattnent tequires to teaeh a judgneat;

(.tr) the oanufaetu?ert or the petson 
"eq€est*ng 

the apploval; shailt

add*t{oca**y provide the Eepattnent rith soeh *nst?unentt; re*ated

aeeessot+ec; ehedea* reagcats; fu** diteet*ons and any othet nate:ria*s

needed for the EePattEent to teaeh a judgnrcnt; and :hal* plov*de the

Eepantnent tt+th sueh teehnie.a* eoasultatioa ar is needed;

History: l. Anendment filed lI-24-75; effectlve thirtieth day thereafter

(Reglster 75, No. 48).

2. Edltorial correction (Register 76, No' 24)'

I22!.13. Standards of Procedure. (a) Procedures for breath alcohol

analysis shal1 neet the followlng standards:

(l) For each person tested, breath alcohol analysis shall lnclude

analysls of 2 separate breath sanples which result tn deterrnlinations of

blood alcohol concentrations whlch do not differ fron each other by nore

than 0.02 grams per I00 ntlliliters'

Page 2L



22

(2) The accuracy of lnstrr.rments shall be deternlned'

(A) For an instruaent deritned for lnraediate analysis of breath

sanples eolleeted by dfreet expiration by the subieee fnto the

*nstrunennt csuch determLnatLon of accuracy shal1 conslst' at a

rnlnlmum, of perlodlc analysls of a reference sampleq as desel*bed in

6eeb*on 123*r? €a)€) a:rd whlch *s are provlded by a forenslc

alcohol laboratorY.
1. Such analysls shall be performed by an oPerator a6

deflned ln sectlon L22L.4(a)(5), and the results shall be used

by a forensic alcohol laboratory to deteruine lf the instrument

continues to Eeet the standard of accuracy set forth in €eetrioa

t22*r3(a)(3)r the U.S. Department of Transportatlon-s I'Modef

Speclfications for Evl.dentlal Breath Testlng Devlces'r.
;5::-
(E) fot d*rposab:le eoryoficatt of an ingt;nnent des*gned for

eG?tsre of saapilec fot' *ate: anailTsis; sueh deteluinat'ion of

a€euraet sha*il eonc*st of anailysic of a tefetenee sarnple; 9el{o:ced

by a forenc*e aleoho* *abotat€r'ti uling te?fetentative d*sposabile

€ocponentc tandon:ty geileeted fron eaeh ranufaetulet3s *ot uced; aad

tlrc resuiltc shal+ be used by a foreasie a*eoho* ilabolatory to

detencine *f the *nstrurnent laeett the standatd of a'eet1?aet tet fo?th

*n 6eet*on *??*rl(aX3)r
*rfotanondisposab:le€oEPonent;ifany;rh*ehisused

||c?etltively for saraple €aPtE"e *n d*sposab:le eonpoaeats; sueh

deterrinat*on of aeelltaet sha** eonr*st; at a tritrinura; of

per*odie anailys*s o.f a refe?enee sanple al deseribed *n seet*on

+et+'+(aX3}andrh*eh*splovidadbyaforeas*ea*eoho*
*abotatorY;

?r {iheteas €apture of sueh a saapite sha}* be perforcec by

an opefato! ar defined *n €eet*on *?2*:4(ax5h the eagtt'ted

sanap}e shail* be ana*yzed by a fotensie aleoho:l *abotato:y; and

thc rcrrl+tc shail* be used by a foteasie a*eoho* :laboratoft to

detetit+fie *f the *nstturnent eont+trues to raeet thc standard of

aeeuttet let forth 4n Seetion *??*;2(aX3)r
(€)(B) For the purposes of such determlnations of accuracy'

"periodlctt means either a perlod of tlne not exceeding l0 days or

following the testlng of every 150 subjects' whichever comes sootr€Fo

Page 22
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(3) Breath alcohol analysls shall be perforned only wlth lnstruments
for which the operators have received.. tralning, such tralnLng to lnclude
at rlninur the followlng schedule of subjecrs:

(A) Theory of operation;
(B) Detatled procedure of operatlon;
(C) Practical experLencei
(D) Precautionary checkltst;
(E) I.Irltten and/or practlcal examinaEion.
(f) for saraple eaptnrfng instrunentrt training aay exelude thc

*aeer analycis rhieh *s perforrned fn a forensie aleohol laboratoryr
(€) Persons rho have been en8aged fn the use of afi firstrEaent

for the six Eonths prior bo Janrrary t; *97*; shall be eonsi+ered to
have been trained and exauined in bhe proeedures For that
*nctriloentr

(4) Training ln the procedures of breath alcohol analysis shall be

under the supervLslon of persons who quallfy as forenslc alcohol
supervlsors, forensic alcohol analysts or forensic alcohol analyst
tralnees Ln a f.icensed forenslc alcohol laboratory.

(A) After approval as set forth ln Section 1218, the forensic
alcohol laborat,ory J.s responsible for the tralning and quallfytng of
its lnstructors.
(5) An operator shall be a forensic alcohol supervlsor, forenslc

alcohol analyst, forensic alcohol analyst trainee or a person who has

conpleted successfully the trainlng descrlbed under Sectlon l2zl.a(a)(3)
and who may be called upon to operate a breath testlng instrument ln the
performance of hls dutles.

(6) Records shaLl be kept for each lnstrument to show the frequency

of deternlnatlon of accuracy and the ldentity of the person perforrnlng
t,he determination of accuracy.

(A) Records shall be kept for each instrument at a llcensed
forensic alcohol laboratory showing conpliance with this Sectl.on.

History: l. Amendrnent flled lL-24-75; effectlve thirtieth day thereafter
(Register 75, No. 48).

L22L.54. Expresslon of Analytical Results. Results of breath alcohol
analysis shall be expressed as set forth ln Sectlon L220.4.

Page 23
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ETHlgs lN EVALVATIoN STATFMqNT9

BY: LOWELL W. BRADFORD

P.O. Box 1148, San Jose, CA 95108.

Every Criminalist should be concerned with wording, both oral and written, of state-

ments of conclusions and evaluations of completed examinations.

and againOin p"rt,

As Vannevar Bush statedOin p"rt,

"The hallmark of a profession is that its members minister to the people.

It is out of the concept of ministry - of the assuming of responsibility

for the vital affairs of others because of superior specialized knowledge..."

"the typicat client who buys profssional services is not in a position to

judge their quality for himself. He must rely upon the reputation of the

individual professional practioners and the standardsof conduct main-

tained by the profession as a whole. ca.veal.Eryptoldoes not apply."

This simple principle of being responsible is the single most important burden of any

ethics concept. ln each case that is completed by a Criminalist, this burden is present. A

statement of examination results is the point at which the burden comes to a climax. Results

are stated in reports, both oral and written, and are presented through witness services in

judicial and administrative proceedings. A continuing review of reports and testimonial utter-

ances from crime laboratory personnel shows that we have an acute need to upgrade state-

ments of conclusions and evaluations.

Here are some examples from actual cases; the first, an excerpt from trial testimony:

Direct Examination

O. Did you find anything in any of your typing work regarding the sun visor stain and the

known blood of Mr. Blank that could eliminate Mr. Blank as being the donor of the stain?
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A. No, I did not.

O. From the sub typing of the two subgroups EAP and PGM, both of which were the same

in the stain as in the defendant, what is the percentage of the human population that could

have those sub tYPes?

A. Approximat eJy ZO% of the population would have EAP type B in combination with PGM

type one.

Cross Examination

-

O. ls it true that some of these chemicals, like Scotch Guard, would tend to affect the ABO

typlng more than the enzYmes?

A. Yes.

o. You can't testify ol course that that was Mr. Blank's blood.

A. Not specificatlv. I found a type that was consistent with Mr. Blank's blood.

O. What were the results of blood group testing of the questioned stains versus the defen-

dant's blood?

A. No resutts were obtalned in the ABO system because of possible interference of Scotch

Guard or other chemicals that could have inhibited the reaction. Both defendant's blood and

the questioned stain were found to be EAP type B and PGM type one. No other tests were

done.

Why did the witness answer Not spec-ificallv and then go on about consistency? This

implies that there was an identification that was not specific. The answer should have been

responsive to the question -- it ls not possible to testify that it was Mr. Blank's blood! What

caused the witness to respond ln this way which seems to imply that consistency has iden-

tification value?

It is of value to all of us to revlew reports that we have written and transcripts of our

witness work to see that flnalized statements are not misleading and that they avoid any

posstblity of misinterpretation. Remember that the user of the information will employ it as a

basis for decistons which may have serious consequences. 9AEALFW- must be

prohibited.
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Here are some more examples of need for upgrading taken from reports:

Hair Evidence

',Human hair gripped in the fingers of the victim of an assault is indistinguishable from

head hair samples lrom the defendant."

CgmmenJ

This kind of a statement leaves the impression that an identification is involved. A

discussion of the basis of this indistinguishability would have shown that there was neither

identification nor eliminative value from the characteristics examined. A reexamination of the

hairs by an independent hair mlcroscopist showed that of the criteria examined, the character-

istics of color and medulla were the only two that had any possibility of exclusion or

identification potential. The hairs had such wide variations in these characteristics that neither

identification nor exclusion of the suspect was possible. Yet, the wording that they were

"macroscoplcally and microscoplcally similar" erroneously conveyed to the prosecutor the

conclusion that the suspect was therefore connected to the incident by the hair evidence. An

equally irresponsible but true statement could have been that the hairs are determined to be

dissimilar, and this coutd be the result of comparing opposite ends of the range of variations.

However, the correct report should have been that the examination was indeterminate because

of the wide range of variations in both sets of hair and the commonness of this type of hair in

the population.

Reports of f indings of hair examlnations are probably more abused than those

concerning any other type of physical evidence because of the range of variations of two

sample sets and the failure of the examiner to take this into account along with the frequency

distribution in the particular locale.

Firearms Evidence

"The test fired bullets when compared with the fired bullet, which was removed from

the victim, lack sufficient characteristics upon which to make a positive identification. How-

ever, in the examiner's opinion they were probably fired from lhe same gun."

Comment

How can the examiner emit such a contradictory statement? How is a "positivetr iden-
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tification different from any other identification, unless one thinks that there are "unpositive"

identifications, which the report seems to indicate. There is no rational justification for a

"probable" identification from examination in such a circumstance.

Document Case

"While it is not possible to conclusively identify the defendant as the author of the faces

of the two checks, it is probable that he did author the faces and maker signatures".

Comment

lf the examination was not determinate, the examiner could have told the submitter

why. The examiner could have suggested additional "due course" exemplars as a possible

route to a conclusive outcome. lf the result is not determinate, the probable authorship state-

ment ls contradictory on a basis of examination.

These few samples of reported results demonstrate the type of unjustified and mis-

leading statements that are being uttered. They have the ring of advocacy, a condition with

which a criminalist should not be infected.

An equally serious situation occurs when results of examinations are rendered without

cornment on their meaning. Such irresponsible reporting avoids the very essence of criminal-

istics professlonalism.@ Failure to keep a written record of examination notes is another

example of "irresponsibility". Both of these nonperformances implicitly communicate that the

examiner refuses to be open to any reexamination of the technology used, the results obtained

or the import of the findings.

There are ways to overcome these problems@. They are as follows:

l. Keep detailed notes and data concerning the findings

of all examinations.

2. Put all significant findings into the report.

3. Be sure that the report statements can be traced back

to the notes.

4. Resolve all identification questions in terms of (a) identified,

(b) excluded, (c) indeterminate.

5. Express indeterminate results so as to avoid unjustifiable

weighting or leaning.
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6. lf any of the following language is used in reports or

testimony, be sure to support it with a complete evaluation

and exPlanation of the basis:

(a) indistinguishable, (b) identified as this source

or one just like it, (c) can't be differentiated' (d) are

the same, (e) are just like each other' (f) are probably

from the same source, (g) in the opinion of this

examiner are from the same source' and (h) in the

opinion ol this examiner are not from the same source'

lf the practice of criminalistics could be reduced to one simple guidetine, it would be

''AN EVALUATION FROM THE LABORATORY

AND CONSEQUENTLY AN OPINTON FROM THE WTNESS BOX

ISoNLYASGooDASTHEFACTSUPoNWHICHITISBASED''

this:

References:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Bush, V., Chemical and Engineering News, Yol.26, 1948, p' 152'

Ethical Standards and ProfessioJr-a!.CP?9rig!. Y^ol._?97 of Annals of the American

maemt ot-FolifiCat science, Philadelphia, 1955, p. 1.

Bradford, L. W., Achievement in C
Journal of Forensic Sciences, n, Vol. 25, No. 4, Oct. 1980, PP.902-907

Bradford, L.W., et
-f A a;;c;;tuat Mod'e tP. 

"nd 
Law Enforcement Assistance

Adm974,PRc5ystemsSciencesCo.(availablefromNalional
lnstitute of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice)
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********+******* $******************************#***************** '--r

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CRIF1INALISTS

0++ i ce of:
BY-LA|,ilS COI'4MITTEE CHAIRMAN

************ ** **+*****r********************************** ********
March 1 1, 1985

In clder versions o4 the CAC By Laws (for example, see J-.

For. Sci, o# a few years agol there were two sectionE sf the By

Laws which have been omitted {rom current verslons o{ the By

Laws, These two Eections Here contained Anticle I-Purposes.

For r'e{erence, these tuo sect ions r'ead as {oI lo}15:

L2. tJhen apFrnpr i ate, to r'ev i ew and act upon any pend i ng

legislation which appear's to be nelated to the { ield of

cr iminal iEt-ics.

15, Establ ish a code o{ ethics {or' criminal ists,

Tlrese two sections ane o* aubstantial signi{icance to the

purposes o{ the CAC and they should be part o{ our Purposes.

Thenefor, the following two amendments of the By Laws are

pr'oposed and r,ri ll be voted on at the l'lay seminan:

ARTICLE I .- PURPOSES

SECTION t4: lJhan apFroprlatc, to reviex lnd act upon rny

pendlng legislatlon nhlch eppears to br

related to the fteld of crinlnallctlcs.

SECTION 15; Establ tsh, rnaintaln, and enf orce a code o{

ethtcs {or crlnlnal lsts.

Note that Section 1g haE been amended slightly from the version



By Lau Committee
t'1anch llr 1985
Page 2

previously uEeC, This new vension explicitly states that one of

the pur'poses of the CAC is to establish and enfor'ce a Code of

Ethics {or cr'iminal ists, This is the only mention in the By Laws

o# the eEtablishment o{ a Code o{ Ethics, and gives the CAC the

authority to establiEh the Codel but doee not require the Code be

a part sf the BY LawE.
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PROPOSED RFI/ISOII OF SECTIO}I V-F OF THE CAC CODS OT ETI{ICf]

The CAC Board of Directors has votecl t.o present the follov"itig
proposed revision of the C/.rC Code of Ethics to the membership for
vote at the tlay Seminar Business t'ieeting,

Section V-F of the Code of Ethicsr ds proposed for amendment,
reads as follows (underlined portions represent the added text, rlo
text has been deleted).

"It sha1l be ethical ancl proper for one criminalist to
bring to the attention of the Association a violation of any of
these ethical princi.ples; indeedr it shall be mandatory where it
appears that a sericus infraction or repeated violations have been
committed and where other appropriate corrective measures (if
pursued) have failed. n

The Board has considered Section V-F of the Code of Ethics ancl
proposes the inclicatecl amendment. Following is a summary of the
Boardr s reasoning in suggesting this amendment.

The second clause of this section pertains to the obligations
one member incurs when he or she becomes arrare of actions of
another nember vrhich may constitute a violation of the Code of
Ethics.

The vrords "serious" and orepeated' indicate that judgenent is
called for on the part of the observer vrith regarcl to the magnitude
of a possible violation. If it does not appear serious or has not
occurled repeatedly, the observing nenrber has discretion in
deciding whether or not to bring the matter to the atLention of the
Association.

If the possible violation does appear serious or if it has
occurred repeatedlye and where all otlier gppropriate corrective
measures (it pursuad) have failedr then tha observing member is
under a firm obligation to bring the matter to the atterrtion of the
Association. Such corrective measures may included bringing the
matter to the attention of the superiors of the apparent viclator
or to the attention of others.

Implicit irr the Section is the obligation upon the observing
membei to act in a timely fashion when there is a requirement to
bring the matter to the attention of the Association. This
obligation remains regardless of any other actions vrhich might be
taken.

It is the intent of the CAC to encourage the use of constructive
mechanisms to resolve problems in the conduct of its members. Where
constructive mechanisms exist outice of te CAC Ethics Enforcement
Procedure, menbers nay em1:loy such mechanisms. However. where other
appropriate measures for correction have failedr there is a firm
obligation to bring the matter to the attention of the Association.



PROPOSED REVISIO}IS OF THE EI"IFORCEITIENT PROCEDURE OF THE
CAC CODE OF ETHICS

The proposed revisons falI into two groups. Sections IID-I
through IID-s, IIIA-I' IIIA-2br ancl IIIA-3 all relate to
nonsubstantive procedural changes which mostly address the order in
which the Ethics Conxlittee prepares infornation for distribution.

Sections IIIA-2ar IIIB-2i riIB-5ar rIIB-5b' and IIIB-7 aI1
relate to the concept of Executive Session for select ethics
hearings cornbined with the proposed new sanction of private
reproval.-The two groups of revisons will be voted on separately.

The Board of Directors has voted to submit these proposed
revisions to the membership with a recommendation that all should
be approved.

See i4arch CAC Newsletter, pp34-42, for the exact wording of the proposed changes.

J See also, in the same issue, proposed By-Laws changes scheduled to be considered
at tire Spring Seminar.



California Association of Criminalists
FinaT Draft - 3/15/85

ENFORCEMENT OF THE CODE OF ETHTCS

Ir-D Report of Investigation:

J. The repott need, not be in ang patticular fotmat, but shaLJ- contain the

foTTowing in separate sections; 1) a surnmatg of each purported ethicaf

vioTation (with specific reference to applicabLe C6de of Ethics

sections) investigated., 2) facts in suppott of each aTTegation,

3) facts in contravention of each aTTegation, 4) a listing of the

names of af7 feTsons contacted bg the Ethics Comnittee (incJuding

addresses and teJephone numbers), 5) a Tisting of and copies of

suppnrting documents (if ang) possessed bg the Ethics Conmittee, 6)

a Tisting and. Location of other documents (if ang) referred to bg the

Committee during its investigation, and 7) a chronofogg of events

such as interviews, continuances (with the reason(s) whg), the receipt

and distribution of documents, etc.

The Report of Investigation shaLl--be comprehensive and shal-L ccntain

aLl relevant facts and. topics discovered bg the Ethics Corunittee, nat-

withstand.ing the extent to which, if at all, such facts or topics were

addressed in the aTTegation.

1he Report of Investigation shal-L contain a reconmendation(s) to the

Board regarding whether or not a basis for consideration of Ethics

violation exjsts. In addition, the Report shaLl include a tecommended

sanction in instances whete a basis for considetation does exist.

2.

3-
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II-D 4. Staternents ftom petsons intervieweit bg the Ethics Corwnittee should be in the

form of ,'Declatations" whenever ynssible. Decfarations add importance to the

statements ma1le and heTp pinpoint jssues. In addition, there is no pnrsonaT

Iiabilitg for a person who in good faith testifies under the penaTtg of per-

jutg to something he/she beTieves js true. Further questions to DeeTaration

authots, bg the Board. ot Accused., shoutd also be answeted thtough the use of

Declatations.

The Repnrt of Investigation sha77 be sent to the Ptesident within the time
j

Iinits heretofore specified and. shall be signed bg the Chairman. At the same

time, a copg of the Report sha77 be sent to the Accused (bg certified n:a,il-

teturn teceipt reguested). Copies of the Repott sln77 be sent bg the Ptesident

U ")l rnembers of the Boazd of Directors.

5.
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California Association of Criminalists
FinaL Draft - 3/:5/85

ENFCRCEI"IENT OF THE CODE OF ETHICS

III-A 7. Within the first 30 dag period - folTowing receipt of the

Report of Investigation, questions mag be directed bg Board

members, through the President, to the Chairman of the nthics

Corwnittee. Wrif,ten respon.ses to such questions'shaLl- appear

as addenda to the Report of Investigation. A copg of this

addenda wiJ-7 be sent bg the tthics Committee Chairman to the

accused and to each Board Ivlember at the cfosure of the 30 dag

period. Within 90 dags foTTowing receipt of the Report of

Investigation, the President shalf convene the Board in Ex-

ecutive session (cLosed to nan Board members except the ethics

Committee) in order to consider the Report and ang addenda.

For the purpo-qes of this paragtaph, the President nlag "convene"

the Board bg poJI or in such manner as he deems approptiate.
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California Association of Criminalists
Final Draft 3/15/85

ENFORCEMENT OF THE CODE OT ETHICS

Board. Considetation of Report of fnvestigation

tit-a Z. After considetation of the Repott, the Boatd jn jts sofe dis-

cretion bg a vote of its membetship, shaTJ determine the action

ato be taken

a. If the Board, bg a two-thitd's vote, d.etermines that a basis

fot consideration of ethics viol-ation exjsts, the Ptesident

sha77 jssue (bg certified. maiT - return receipt tequested) a

Notice to that effect to the accused giving the accused an

opportunitg to express a prefetence of having the matter

d.ecided. bq the Boatd., in Executive Sessjon , ot bg the Board

at a hearing described. herejn jn section IIT-B 7 thtough 7.

This Notice shal_7 includ.e a copg of Paragraphs III-A 3 and

III-B of this Article and ang addenda tesuTting from the Boatds

consid.eration of the Ethics.Conunittee Report and shaff itemize

the acts or omissions for which the accused is to k heJd to

account. The accused wiLT have 75 dags to make a selection.

The seTection of having the Hearing held in Executive session

vtiTl_ be granted onTg with the concurrence of the Board. In

the event that the accused. does not respond, the Board wifl

determine how the matter wil-L be decided'

Continued
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Board Consideration of Report of Investigation
Page 2

TII-A 2. Continued

FinaL Draft
3/Ls/8s

The Ptesident sha7l, jssue a Notice of Ethics Hearing to the Accused (bg certified

naiT - return receipt reguested) and, if appropriate, to the membership. This

Notice sha77 specifg onTg the time, date and pTace of the Hearing. The date

of the Ethjcs Hearing sha77 not be sooner tlnn 50 dags nor latet tlnn 720 dags

fromthe date of the Notice. Ilowever, the Ptesident mag grant such earl,ier or

-?,ater date as he d.eems appropriate upon ,rlitten req'uest from the Accused (pTo-

vided, that no Jater date sha77 be greater than 780 dags from the date of the

Notice) or such Tater date as he deems appropriate uplc,n written tequest from the

Chairman (provided that no Later date shalT be greater than 780 dags from the

date of the Notice).
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California Association of Criminalists
FinaT Draft - 3/l-5/85

ENFORCEMENT OF THE CODE OF ETHICS

ITT A 2-b. ff a twc-thirds vote is not obtained, the Board thus detetmines

that a basis for consideration of ethics violation does nat

exist. It shafl- then issue a "Notice of Dismissaj of the

ATTegation" signed. bg the President, to the -Accused and furthet

consideration of the aTTegations shaLl tetminate forthwith.

There shaTL be no right of appeaT or of reconsideration bq

ang person whomsoever from this decision.

At ang time at Teast 74 dags prior to the date of the hearing,

upon written request to the chairman of the Ethics committee,

the Accused shai-l- be suppTied with copies of the names (and

Tast known address and telephone number) of a7J persons con-

tacted bg the Ethics committee during the investigation, copies

of a|f documents (incJuding affidavits or declatations) obtained

bg the Ethics committee during the investigation and a specifi-

cation oi the Last known focation of a7f other documents or

things examined bg the Ethics Committee duting its jnvestigation

that have not afreadg been provided as attachments to the Report

of Investigation. Such written req,uest shal.l. be honoted bg the

cizairman within 70 dags from the receipt thereof. Reguests

for discoverg shaTL be honored, in a spirit of openness and

farrness, whenever practicaL to do so-

3.



California Association of Criminalists
FinaT Draft - 3/15/85

ENFORCEMENT OF THE CODE OF ETHICS

III B- Ethjcs Hearing

7. (No change)

2. With the exception of Hearings

members of the CAC tmg attend

herein. Such attendance shalT

a pnrticiPant.

held in Executive Session

except as otherwise stated

be that of an observet, not
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6@ 
California Association of Criminalists

rinaJ. Draft - 3/15/'95

ENFORCEMENT OF THE CODE OF ETHICS

IIT-B 5. Determination and Natification of Sanctions:

a. The Board wiLl determine, based on the ethical- vioLation

proven and other evid.ence as presented pursuant to paragtaph

IfItB14rC which of the foTTowing sanctions shaLT be imposeC:

(1) Private reprovaT (onl-g appTicabJe to Hearings helcl in

Executive Session)

(2) Letter of Reprimand

(3) Suspenston of the rights and priviTeges of liembetship in

the Association for a period of time determined bg the

Board.

(4) Expulsion of the Member from the Association.

b. The sanction shaLl- be determined bg two-thirds oi the entire

membership of the Board. If two-thitds oi the Board do

not approve a specific sanction then the sanction shaJ-l-

be one of the fotTowing:

(1) Private reproval (in mattets heard in Executive

Session) or

(2) Letter of Reprimand (in matr-ets heard in a He'aring

a7en to the membets)
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California Association of Criminalists
Frnai Draft - 3,/15/85

ENFORCEMENT AF THE CODE OF ETTITCS

Iff-B 7. FoTTowing the dispos:t:on of the case bg the Board (at either

an E:<ecutjve Sess:on or a Hearing) or the membership (in the

event of an appeaT) a summ.rrg of the facts and sanctions, if

ang, in each case wiLL be prepared bg the Board and distributeC
:

to the membership. Specific namest pJaces and Tike zdentifging

informatzon wiLl izot be incl-uded, except at the written request of

he Accused, in the summarg of a case whete the Board either

determines J) that an ethics viol-ations has not occurred., or

2) where a vioLation has occurred and the resulting sanction

was private reprovaT, but shaLl- be so incLuded where the Board

or membership haci determined that an ethics vioLation has oc-

curred and the resuTting sanction is something other than

private teprovaT.


