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NEWSIETTER April, 1!/l

Plans are in the final stages for the forty-flrst Semi-annual
Seninar of the California Association of Criminalists. The
Spring Seminar will be held this year in San Diego at the
Sheraton Inn-Airpo*, IJ)O Harbor Drive, on May I7-L9r und.er
the joint auspices of the San Diego Police Department, San Diego
Streriffrs 0ffiee, and. the San Diego Coronerts Office. In-
quiries about aecomrod.ations should. be d.irected. to Facility
and Accormod.ation Coord.inator Joseph Orantes.

Progra,n Coord.inator Richard. Shaw promises a fu1l and interesting
teehnieal progran, with at least twenty-three technical papers
scheduled. for presentation. A highlight of the prograrn is a
panel d.iseussion, scheduled. for Thursd.ay afbernoon, in which a
group of pubJ.le1y enployed and private consulting criminalists,
proseeution and d.efense attorneys, and a member of the jud.iciary
wil-1 d.iseuss "The Role of the Crininalist in Our Contemporary
Systen of Crj-nina1 Justj-ee". ftre panel mod-erator will be
Wayne Burgess, Chief Investigator for the San Diego District
Attorneyrs Office.

fhe Business Meeting is slated to be held in two parts this year,
with a prelininary session convening on Thursd.ay afternoon and.
the neeting continued. to Frid-ay afbernoon, Items of business
to be consid.ered. at this Seminar will- includ.e the hearing of an
Ethics Comittee Report and the eleetion of new officers to the
Board. of Directors. The Forensic Science Society has inforqned.
the Board. that rising eosts of publicatlon of the Journal of the
Forensic Science Society have foreed. an j-ncrease in the subscrip-
tion rate. This increase will naturally affeet the CAC d.ues and
will be a subjeet for d.iscussion at the Business Meeting.

J(*J(**)et+ J# J+* )e+)e**-x)Fi+*i()e*)ci$Fxr+#e

MAI(E YOI]R VOTN COUIfI AT THE NE}CT BUSINESS NMETTNG
FTLL OUT YOTIR ?RO}tr TODAY
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ANNOUNCE}4gNTS

NEW MIN{BER APPIICATTONS

Ttre Merlbership Seeretary will be aceepting applications for new members
until three weeks before the Spring Seminar. Applications must be
accompanied. by fingerprint card.s, photographs, and. $ZO.OO fee in ord.er to
avoid d.elay. Contaet Cecil Hider, B2O Francis Botello Road., Goleta 93OLT

\[DEO TAPES AVAILABTE

The vid.eo tapes of the UC Exbension program entitled. "I4od.ern Techniques
for Characterizing Dried. Blood.stains", presented. by Bryan Culliford at the
University of California Berkeley in 1972, are nor^r available for use by
CAC members. For further infonnation, contact Gerald" l'{itosinka, Office of
the Sheriff-Coroner, Contra Costa County Crjminalistics LaboratorV, P0 3ox J!1,
Iitartinez, California 9\513.

NORT}IERN SECTION }ffiETINGS

It has been brought to the attention of the Regional Director-North that
some members of the Northern Section eannot attend. Frid.ay or Saturd.ay night
neetings beeause of religious beliefs. As a result, k. Mitosinka would.
Iike to sehedule an oecasj-onal Northern Section meeting on a weekday evening
and would. appreciate hearing the views of the Northern Section members on
this subject.

POSITION WAI\IIED

l4r. Gary Backos, a graduate stud.ent enrolled. in the masters program in
forensic chenistry at the University of Pittsburgh, l'iII be graduating in
April 1973 and is seeking emFloyment in a law enforeement agency. The course
of study at the University of Pittsburgh includes rniscroscopy of trace evidence,
drug ehenistry and. analysis, firearms exandnation, toolmark comparisons,
fire and bomb analysis, and crime scene coverage. Contact: Gary Sackos,
J06 Atwood Street, Apt, 2, Pittsburgh, Pa L52L3,

}4EETINGS

NORTH}TEST ASSOCIATION OF FORENSIC SCIIIflIISTS SPRING SIXUI1IAR 1973

The Spring Seminar of this newly formed (Oetober, L972) professional organ-
ization of forensic scientists r^rilI be held. in Missou1a, lvlontaria on April
12-11+, L973. CAC member Robert Sager, who is the first president of I{AFS,
invites alJ. CAC members to consid.er membership in IVAFS. In'cerested. persons
nay contact M-FS Secretary-Treasurer John F, And.erson, Room 1120 Pnblie
Safety Building, Spokane, Washington !p201.

CALIFORITTA ASSOCIATION OF CRII"IINALISTS FALL SEMIMR 1973

f?re forty-seeond. serni-annual serninar of ihe California Association of
Criminalists will be held on October 18-20, I)fJrat Stanford Researeh
Institute, 333 Ravenswood. Avenue, l,fenlo Park, California. Accomnod.ations
will be at Rickey's Hyatt House.
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I'IORTTIERN SECTTON MEETING

lbe ne:rb Northern Section neeting ls schedulecl for Jrrne 15 ancl witl be hostecl
by LoweJ-l Brad.ford. of the Santa Clara Cor:nty Crlrninalistlcs Laboratory.
Tentatlvely, the progran wiLL consist of a tour thro€h the new Santa Clara
County l"aboratory facilities.
NEW POS]TION

lbe Conbra Costa Comty Sheriffrs Department exlpects to have an qpen position
f63 Qr{ninaList fI scmetime in June. Interested. persons shou].cl contaet
Iaboratory Director Duayne Dill-on for f\u-bher Lnformation.

LEGISIATION

ltre fol-lorring quobe ls finon an artlcl-e entitled "California's Stateu.lde
Crininalisties la,boratory Systen ProJect" by George Rrdd.V, the Assistant
Dlrector of the Division of le,w Enforcement, California State Department of
Justiee (J-).

"As an alternative to the fee eharge systen, and with the
support of the California Peaee Offlcerst Assoeiation and. the
California Supervisorsr Association, a second bill is being
tntroclucecl in the 1973 Session that woulcL assess an ad.d.ltionaL
eharge on fines ancl penalties leviedl against violators of those
sections of the Vehicle Cod.e uhich require laboratory serviees.
Ttre bil-l- calls for an adcLitional L@0, or $a tor eaeh $2O, of
fines levied against persons convicted. of felony and misde-
meanor violatlons of drlving r:nder tbe influence of liquor,
polsons, nareoties and. non-narcotie d:rugs, and. for reckless
drlv:ing and hit-and.-nrn vloLatlons. Monies coJ*lected from
this source u"lIL be d.eposited" in an assesstent fund. to re-
imburse the General tr\rnd. for enpenses in the operation of the
Statewide Crin{nalistics Iaboratory Systen. T'he bil-l also
inelud.es provisions for reimbursing 1oea1 laboratorles whlch
are perform'ing serviees for their respectlve d.elnrtnents for
actual erq)enses in eonduetlng analyses in the sane violations.
If expenses for the operatlon of the totaL progran exceed. the
a,mount of revenue collected., the State General !\rncl is ex-
peetecl to pay the tlifferenee, The Exeeutive Braneh of the
State has enpressed sutrrport of this 3-egislation, ancl it is
erqreeted that the Legislature wiJ.L d.o l-j.kew:ise."

Tn view of the obvious i:uplications of this pencling legislation as far as the
f\rnd.ing of local law enforeement la,boratories ls concerned., copies of the
legislation wiIL be distributed. to those l-aboratories as soon as they beecme
aval].able. Menbers vtro are interested. in this rnatter ancl wish to exchange
ideas on the subject shotrlcl contact Presidlent DilLon.

(r) California Ip,w Enforcenent 7 r55 (apr:.l 1973)
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TECHNICAI NOTES

LIIENAfURE

An excellent review article by G. Nahas, MD, on the phatmacology of
nariJuana appears in the United Nations Bu3-letin on Narcotics, VoI )O(V,
No 1, Jan-ltar L973, page 9. The articre@ overview
and. critique of some of the more widely quoted., and misquotedr recent
experi:nents rith uarijuana and hunan subjects,

NEW A}4fi,ASE DEIECTION REAGEIi'I

Itre Orange County Crjminalistics Laboratory has found. that a new reagent,
caIIed Amylochrone R, provid.es a very satisfactory alternative to the
classical starch-iod.ine method. for the d.etectlon of salivary anyIase.
The reagent is an insoluble starch bonded dye whleh becomes soluble and.
produces a color reaction upon hyd.rolysis of the starch by an;rlase. The
test is easier to perform than the starch-iod.ine test, and., because the
Amylochrone R test involves the production of color rather tha"n inhibition
of color, it is more sensitive than the starch-iodine proceilure.

The reagent gives negative tests with blood., sernen and. vaginal svabs. As
night be expeeted., anal swabs react lrith the reagent, but the enzyme
activity is rmrch weaker than that d.isptayed. by saliva (e.g. on a cigarette
butt), fire dye bond. appears to be quite stable, for false positives were
not produeed even w'ith ineubation times of several d.ays. Arqrlochrome R is
produced. by Roehe Diagnostics, Nut1ey, New Jersey 07110.

James White, Orange County
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As our Association increases in size, it becomes more and. more d.ifficult
to gather the majority of the merrbership need.ed. for a quorum at the
Business Meeting. If you will not be able to attend. the Business l4eeting
at the Spring Seminar, PLEASE fill out the attaehed- pro>ry form and give
it to a neniber wtro will attend", along with your instructions as to how
you want your vote cast.

PRO)rv

sha11 be entitled. to cast qy prorry vote on
(Na.ne-1'lenber o? Life l4ernlcer only)

any and. all matters of business at

Association of Criminalists.

Dm_--

the Spring L973 Seninar of the California
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CHAiVGE OF ADDRSSS

IIAME AND TITI,E AGENCY ADDRESS HOME ADDBESS

Chisum, W. Jemy "xCalifornla Dept. of Justice
Criminalist Bureau of Technical Serviees

P. 0. Box 13337
Sacramento, S 9rBL3
(915) l14l-BBro

Cook, John To no change *313 N. Pasqual Ave
Criminalist San Gabriel, CA 9f77,

Hid.er, Cecil L. Santa Barbara le,boratory x5e84 Aberdeen Ave
Supervising Cri:ninalist of Criminalistics Goleta, CA 93017

B2O Francis Bote:-].o Road (805) %t+-\Z6t+
Goleta, CA 93017
(Bo5) 96t+-\ov

Jensen, Ralmrond. xSan Diego County S0 no change
Crirne Lab Analyst Crime Laboratory

Box 299L
San Diego, CA 921,12

Sanchez, DavicL W. talifornia Dept. of Justice
Cri:ninal-ist Investigative Serviees Branch

Fresno Regional l,aboratory
California State University
Fresno, CA 93ZfO

Weigand., Janes Department of Justice xL97A Telieita Road
Crininalist 1350 Front Street Escond.id,o, CA. 92025

San Diego, cA 92101 (Zrt+1 7\7-L92o
(zrt+1 45-n6L

x preferred. nailing ad.dress
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